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CUMBRIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Cumbria Community Foundation helps philanthropic individuals and 
businesses by managing their funds to put something back into their 
chosen community. Each month, we’ll introduce you to a di�erent fund 
and highlight how the money is helping people across the county. 

C umbria Community 
Foundation is proud 
to work in partner-
ship with local 
organisations across 

the county, and won the 2015 
Grantmaking and Funding 
category at the UK Charity 
Awards in June for this 
approach. This month we 
would like to thank the local 
charities, their staff and 
volunteers whose efforts 
made this possible.

The award was presented 
for the groundbreaking 
Neighbourhood Care 
Independence Programme 
(NCIP), developed by Cumbria 
Community Foundation in its 
role as managed service 
provider on behalf of Cumbria 
County Council. 

Cumbria Community 
Foundation facilitated a 
partnership of 33 voluntary 
sector delivery organisations, 
with the award judges 
commenting that NCIP was a 
great example of a host of 
people working together. 

Each of the 33 organisa-
tions whose efforts were 
instrumental in winning the 
award has been presented 
with a winner’s certificate. 

The £860,000 per annum 
NCIP programme is delivered 
on behalf of Cumbria County 
Council to support Cumbria’s 
large and growing population 
of older people and vulner-
able adults. NCIP partners 
provide a range of services, 
such as Home from Hospital, 
minor adaptions to the home, 
befriending and social 
activities. The NCIP has 
delivered £1 m in public 
sector savings and helped 
over 38,000 vulnerable 
adults and older people in 
Cumbria to maintain their 
independence. By the end of 

the first year, one in eight of 
the county’s older residents 
had used NCIP services. 

Mary Bradley of Age UK 
West Cumbria said:  “The NCIP 
programme has made a 
difference in West Cumbria, 
enabling a diverse range of 
third sector organisations to 
support the community with 
information, advice and 
activities which have contrib-
uted to improving people’s 
independence, health and 
wellbeing. It is fitting that 
this innovative project should 
have picked up this award on 
behalf of everyone, including 
the many volunteers and 
community groups involved in 
making it a success.”

Chris Coombes, Cumbria 
CVS said: “NCIP is a fantastic 
piece of partnership work and 
we are really glad so many 
Cumbrians benefit from the 
services offered.”

If you would like to know how 
to apply for a grant or create a 
grant making fund, please 
visit the Foundation’s website 
www.cumbriafoundation.org 
or call 01900 825760. 

G lobal stock markets fell sharply in 
August with volatility continuing into 
September. While short-term turbu-
lence may persist, it is important 
investors remain focused on the 
longer term. 

The main trigger for market volatility has been 
concerns about slowing growth in China, which 
affects global demand for commodities and the 
earnings of many large international companies. 
This was highlighted in China’s recent currency 
devaluation, a move to make Chinese goods more 
competitive in international markets. Although this 
may have an impact on other Asia Pacific nations, it 
is important to remember that China’s economy is 
still growing by 5 per cent a year. This is equivalent 
to adding an economy the size of Belgium to the 
global economy annually. 

Broader markets, of course, suffer from the 
contagion effect but the UK economy is still growing 
in a stable way with official GDP forecasts increasing 
in August to 2.8 per cent. Inflation is low and wages 
are starting to rise, showing signs of a recovery in 
consumer spending. When interest rates inevitably 
go up, the process will be slow and gradual, limiting 
the overall impact. 

The problems within the Chinese economy 
should not therefore be taken out of context. It does 
highlight the importance that an investor should 
have a diversified portfolio, not overly exposed to a 
particular geographical area or industrial sector. 

Equally important is for investors to remain calm 
and remember the time frame over which they are 
investing. Even after this year’s share price 
movements, the FTSE All Share is showing a total 
return, including dividends, of 46.6 per cent over 
the past five years and 83.7 per cent over 10 years. 
The latter would include the financial crisis, which 
demonstrates the longer term approach enabling 
investors to ride out market fluctuations. 

The Chinese market crash and ensuing volatility 
will no doubt have unsettled investors, but ought to 
be seen more as a small bump in the road over the 
longer term. Navigating volatile markets is not so 
different from driving: place a steady hand on the 
wheel and avoid performing handbrake turns at 
every bend in the road

For information on Brewin Dolphin’s compliance 
policy, see www.brewin.co.uk

Keep calm and carry on: 
the Chinese red mist
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NCIP partners from Carlisle 
and Eden receiving their 
certificates

‘The NCIP programme has 
improved people’s health  
and wellbeing’
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