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CUMBRIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Cumbria Community Foundation helps philanthropic individuals and 
businesses by managing their funds to put something back into their 
chosen community. Each month, we’ll introduce you to a di�erent fund 
and highlight how the money is helping people across the county. There 
are lots of needs and good causes in Cumbria to inspire charitable 
passions and interests. But how do you choose which ones to support? 
The Foundation provides personal support to ensure your giving is 
e�ective and help match your charitable interests with local needs. 

Russell Armer Homes 
have been creating 
new developments 
and homes in 
Cumbria since 

1961. In 2004 they set up 
their own charitable fund 
within the Foundation, which 
they donate to every year.

Martyn Nicholson, 
Managing Director said: “As a 
local company with local 
employees, we believe it is 
important to support our 
communities. Cumbria 
Community Foundation 
offered us the unique 
opportunity of setting up a 
fund to support community 
projects in the areas where 
we are building. Over the last 
11 years we have derived 
great pleasure in seeing our 
fund put to good use in 
enabling many fantastic 
projects to go ahead. We look 
forward to working with the 
CCF in the years to come.”

The Russell Armer Fund 
has recently awarded money 
to Casterton Village Hall to 
upgrade their lighting system, 
Queen Katherine School’s 
Appleby Road Community 
Garden, and Grange School to 
install playground equipment. 
It also supported Kendal RUFC 
to help renovate their club 
facilities.

Stephen Green, Chairman 
of Kendal RUFC said: “We 
recognised that with the 
development of youth rugby 
and a successful women’s 
team we needed to upgrade 
our changing facilities to 
ensure they were suitable for 
use by all. We were very 
grateful for the financial 
support from the fund, which 

enabled us to complete the 
project ready for the new 
season. We now have up to 
250 children playing rugby on 
a Sunday morning and the 
new facilities have helped 
build on this success.”

Andy Beeforth, CEO of the 
Foundation said: “Martyn has 
supported the Foundation in 
various ways. Not only has he 
set up a corporate fund to 
support small, local 
community groups, he’s also 
raised thousands of pounds 
for charity by taking part in 
our Rivers Ride cycling 
fundraising event and the Big 
Sleep, which raises money for 
our Winter Warmth Appeal.” 

If you would like to know how 
to apply for a grant or create a 
grant making fund, please visit 
the Foundation’s website 
www.cumbriafoundation.org or 
call 01900 825760.

The final business day of the tax year is 
always busy, some years more than 
others for an assortment of reasons. 
This year, for example, saw Easter fall 
on April 5 - fiscal year end - and thus 
resulted in investors rushing to use 

their ISAs before the extended holiday weekend. 
Somewhat differently, April 5 2000 saw technical 

issues at the London Stock Exchange resulting in 
trading being halted for most of the day, leaving 
investors fretting that they would be unable to 
subscribe to their ISAs or to make use of their 
capital gains tax (CGT) allowances before the  
close of business.

ISAs have been in existence for 16 years now and 
have resonated with the public. The ISA allowance 
for the 2015-16 year is £15,240 but, more 
interestingly, is the fact that the Chancellor 
announced at his Autumn Statement last year that 
an ISA holder who died on or after December 3 
2014 would be able to transfer the value of his or 
her ISA to his or her surviving spouse through an 
Additional Permitted Subscription. This is a 
revolutionary change to the ISA system but one that 
appears to have passed many investors by. 

For example, if Mr Smith passes away in May 
2015 and, at the time of his death, has £100,000 
saved in ISAs, Mrs Smith, who has an ISA allowance 
of £15,240 in the tax year 2015-16, is given a further 
one-off ISA allowance of £100,000, making a total 
ISA allowance in 2015-16 of £115,240. This allows 
Mrs Smith to shelter her late husband’s ISA savings 
from tax, as well as her own savings contributions. 
The following year, her ISA allowance would reduce 
to the usual annual limit.

On a more enlightening point, the randomness  
of using April 5 as the fiscal year end is now 
particular to the UK and results from our ancestors 
having switched from the Julian to the Gregorian 
calendar in 1752.

For information on Brewin Dolphin’s compliance 
policy, see www.brewin.co.uk
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‘We have derived great 
pleasure in seeing our 
fund put to good use’
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