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CUMBRIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Cumbria Community Foundation helps philanthropic individuals and 
businesses by managing their funds to put something back into their 
chosen community. Each month, we’ll introduce you to a different fund 
and highlight how the money is helping people across the county. There 
are lots of needs and good causes in Cumbria to inspire charitable 
passions and interests. But how do you choose which ones to support? 
The Foundation provides personal support to ensure your giving is 
effective and help match your charitable interests with local needs. 

Many of our 
donors have 
benefited from a 
match challenge 
scheme, 

whereby their donation was 
eligible for an uplift of 50 per 
cent. The Rowan Community 
First Fund was set up as an 
endowed fund in 2013 with a 
donation of £30,000. It 
attracted Gift Aid of £7,500 
and match funding of 
£15,000. This year, the fund 
made its first awards.

Northern Fells Rural 
Community Development 
Group was awarded £1,000 to 
run their Easter and Summer 
Youth Programme. Estab-
lished over 15 years ago, it is a 
catalyst for and home to a 
range of community projects 
which serve a large and 
dispersed rural community on 
the northern fringe of the 
Skiddaw and Blencathra 
range. Children and young 
people in isolated villages 
cannot easily access activities 
so the programme comes to 
village halls offering archery, 
cricket, football, golf cycling, 
sculpting, tennis and climbing.

A second grant was made 
to Workington community 
choir Carnegie Singers to 
support the cost of a profes-
sional orchestra at their 
concert last month. The 
performance involved more 
than 70 local people and 
commemorated 70 years since 
the end of World War Two.

The donor behind the fund 
said: “The wonderful work 
Cumbria Community Founda-
tion does goes from strength 
to strength. I am particularly 
pleased to be able support 

charitable projects in the 
Upper Eden Valley, as well as 
other projects throughout 
Cumbria. I feel that rural areas 
often get overlooked where 
the population is sparse and 
family incomes are not high. 
The Foundation supports a 
very varied number of 
charitable projects.”

Cumbria Community 
Foundation connects donors 
with projects which address 
some of the key issues in their 
local communities. The 
benefit of an endowed fund 
means it will keep giving in 
perpetuity – providing a 
lasting and growing legacy.

If you would like to know how 
to apply for a grant or create a 
grant making fund, please visit 
the Foundation’s website 
www.cumbriafoundation.org or 
call 01900 825760.

Shares in Royal Dutch Shell have 
traditionally been favoured by 
investors. In general, shareholders have 
benefited from long-term growth and 
substantial dividend income. When oil 
prices collapsed last year Shell did not 

unduly suffer. However, this event was not all 
negative for Shell and the industry. 

Reporters and analysts have paid close attention 
to oil companies and a change in corporate strategy 
is apparent. Whereas previously the focus was on 
barrels of oil, the new emphasis is on operating 
margins. Oil and gas companies are now focusing 
on efficiency and cutting costs in order to remain 
profitable at low prices. This should be positive for 
shareholders in the future. 

One thing that has certainly been a consequence 
is an increase in takeover speculation within the 
sector. The fall in prices has created the ideal 
environment for takeovers, prompted by cheaper 
share prices for predators and the need to 
consolidate to become more cost effective.  
The major news is Shell’s proposed £47 billion 
takeover of BG, largely great news for BG and good 
news for Shell. 

Profit warnings and the fall in the price of oil left 
BG’s shares depressed. The company also arguably 
bit off more than it could chew regarding global 
expansion. Shell meanwhile needs to augment its 
reserves and boost production. Generally it is far 
safer to buy these reserves than find a new source. 

The marriage of BG and Shell therefore makes 
strategic sense. Shell has the financial might and 
global experience to make best use of BG’s assets.  
By acquiring BG, Shell adds to their resource base 
while also diversifying into regions including Brazil 
and West Africa. 

Although the move is not without its potential 
problems and questions remain, the merger will 
allow for more efficiency when combined. Shell 
should be better placed to continue to meet 
shareholders’ expectations of growth and dividend 
income, even in tough trading conditions and 
prevailing low prices. 

For information on Brewin Dolphin’s compliance 
policy, see www.brewin.co.uk
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CCF does goes from 
strength to strength’
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