
CUMBRIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

‘People have helped  
me, so I do what I can 
to help others’
Cumbria Community Foundation helps philanthropic individuals and 
businesses by managing their funds to put something back into their 
chosen community. Each month, we’ll introduce you to a di�erent 
fund and highlight how the money is helping people across the 
county. This month, we focus on the Winter Warmth Fund

Every year 300 
more people die 
in our county 
because of the 
effects of cold 
weather, but the 

warm generosity of others 
gives older people financial 
support towards their fuel 
bills, meaning they can stay 
warmer and healthier in the 
coldest times of the year. 

Inspired by people who 
wanted to recycle their 
Winter Fuel Payment, the 
Winter Warmth Fund was 
established five years ago 
and in this time has raised 
more than £220,000. The 
fund now sees donations  
big and small from individu-
als, businesses and philan-
thropic donors.

All the money raised is 
used for the direct benefit of 
older people who are 
suffering because of fuel 
poverty. The money supports 
those most in need of help 
and makes sure they can 
afford to stay warm, eat well 
and remain mobile.

Older people who need 
extra support - living alone or 
feeling isolated, finding it 
hard to afford their fuel bills, 
unable to go out or reluctant 
to let others see their living 
conditions.

Ellen, 74, from Keswick 
received a grant last year and 
said: “I realised how cold it 
got when I stayed up through 
the night looking after my 
husband before he died. 
There must be loads of 
people in that position.  
I decided I should do 
something to help keep 
myself warm and so I 
crocheted a blanket to put on 
my knees or round my 

shoulders. Then I made one 
for my neighbour and it kept 
her warm, so I have kept 
going. I’ve now made 16 
blankets. I buy one ball of 
wool at a time – there’s a 
shop in Penrith which sells it 
cheap. It gives me great 
pleasure when I finish a 
whole blanket; I look at it and 
think ‘that’s someone else 
who is going to be warm. 

“People have helped me, 
so I do what I can to help 
others. The Winter Warmth 
Grant made a big difference; I 
was able to leave the heating 
on for longer.”

With rising fuel bills and 
the prospect of another cold 
winter, older and vulnerable 
people are at risk. Anyone 
can contribute to the Winter 
Warmth Fund by contacting 
the Foundation.

If you would like to know how 
to apply for a grant or create a 
grant making fund, please 
visit the Foundation’s website 
www.cumbriafoundation.org 
or call 01900 825760.

Several months ago, I discussed Vodafone 
and its strategy following the disposal 
of its stake in Verizon Wireless. Regular 
readers may recall that some of the 
funds Vodafone received were to be 
used on an upgrade of its network.

There has been speculation that Vodafone could 
launch a takeover of Liberty Global, owner of Virgin 
Media, which itself was a merger of NTL and 
Telewest.

At the other end of the fibre-optic cable, BT has 
been in talks to acquire the mobile operator EE (a 
combination of Orange and T-Mobile, which was 
formerly known as One2One). 

So why does there seem to be a sudden desire 
for a mobile operator (Vodafone) to acquire a range 
of non-mobile companies and for a fixed-line 
operator (BT) to purchase a mobile business? 

The answer is that telecom operators want to 
expand on the triple-play offering of telephone, 
broadband and television by adding the provision of 
mobile to become so-called quad-play companies. 
For BT, an acquisition of EE would allow it to regain 
a mobile arm; for Vodafone, a purchase of an 
existing triple-play operator would allow it to offer a 
complementary and comprehensive service to its 
mobile customers. 

An acquisition would allow the likes of Vodafone 
and BT to access a wider range of customers, to 
cross-sell services, to consolidate costs and, in 
theory, to improve profitability.

Will 2015 be the year of further consolidation 
with more brands joining the plethora of defunct 
names above? 

Leaving aside competition inquiries, large 
mergers are notoriously difficult to execute and, 
indeed, were one to occur, it would be history 
repeating itself in reverse: BT sold its mobile 
business, O2, 13 years ago; Cable and Wireless sold 
One2One in 1999, shortly followed by its television 
business to NTL; Cable & Wireless was taken over by 
Vodafone in 2012.

To follow from the conclusion to my last article 
about this sector: …c’est la même chose.

For information on Brewin Dolphin’s compliance 
policy, see www.brewin.co.uk

Telecoms consolidation: 
Will history repeat itself 
in reverse? 
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