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CUMBRIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Cumbria Community Foundation helps philanthropic individuals and 
businesses by managing their funds to put something back into their 
chosen community. Each month, we’ll introduce you to a di�erent fund 
and highlight how the money is helping people across the county

Acommunity 
foundation works 
to promote 
philanthropy 
within a specific 

geographical area. It does this 
by raising new monies to build 
endowment funds from 
individual and corporate fund 
holders, making grants from 
the investment income and 
other funds to community 
groups tackling local disad-
vantage.

Shepley Engineers Limited 
established the Shepley Group 
Fund in 2009. The fund is now 
worth more than £120,000 
and is a lasting legacy to 
Cumbria. It provides funding 
to the hardest to reach 
communities through ‘grass-
roots’ charities and 
community groups.

A recent grant to the 
Cumbria Theatre Trust has 
had a positive impact on the 
health and wellbeing of 
people living with dementia. 
‘Setting the Scene’ enables 
people living with dementia, 
and their families and carers, 
to engage with and benefit 
from regular arts activities at 
Theatre by the Lake.

The weekly sessions offer 
simple and fun creative 
workshops to help people 
share and connect. Members 
can enjoy refreshments, 
conversation, storytelling, 
music, song, dance and 
games.

Delivered by specialist 
creative practitioners, each 
session starts with social 
time, before moving onto 
planned activities. The 
sessions are themed each 
week, but are very person-
centered and focus on what 
the participant can do and 
enjoys.

Nick Houghton, Managing 
Director of Shepley Engineers, 
said: “We established our fund 
with the express aim of 
providing support to those in 
need in our community. This 
grant to Cumbria Theatre 
Trust is a perfect example of 
how our fund can do this.

“Cumbria Community 
Foundation does an excellent 
job in managing our fund and 
we are continuing to donate 
and build it, ensuring our 
community support can 
continue for a long time into 
the future. We believe this 
type of economic support 
provides real social benefit, 
which is something all 
companies should consider.”

Since 2009, the Fund has 
supported 18 voluntary and 
community organisations 
across the county, awarding 
almost £15,000.

If you would like to know how 
to apply for a grant or create a 
grant making fund, please visit 
the Foundation’s website 
www.cumbriafoundation.org or 
call 01900 825760. 

Inmarsat is a satellite telecommunications 
company serving marine, air and land-based 
customers.

The company was originally set up in 1979 
by the International Maritime Satellite 
Organisation (INMARSAT) as an 

intergovernmental organisation to enable ships to 
stay in constant touch with shore or to call for help 
in an emergency, no matter how far out to sea. The 
company was the first intergovernmental 
organisation to transfer into a private company, later 
floating on the London Stock Exchange in 2005.

Today Inmarsat’s customers are found in many 
different sectors, although typically they are 
businesses and organisations that need to 
communicate where terrestrial telecom networks are 
unreliable or simply cannot reach. Today Inmarsat 
owns one of the highest quality networks with 
global coverage and a genuine mobile capability 
allowing customers to communicate while moving, 
which is significantly more valuable than a point-to- 
point network.

Inmarsat was able to showcase its technical 
abilities on the international stage in March 2014, 
when Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 disappeared with 
239 passengers and crew on board. The aircraft used 
Inmarsat’s Classic Aero service and although this did 
not provide explicit information about the aircraft’s 
location, analysis of the data by Inmarsat 
determined that the aircraft flew into the southern 
Indian Ocean. Aviation was already a growth area 
before such high-profile airline disasters accelerated 
an industry push toward connectivity.

Despite superior margins and growth over the 
years, the company released a profits warning in 
May of this year stating that year-end results would 
be below market expectations. Anxious investors, 
concerned that further competition had emerged 
with lower-cost, higher-capacity satellites, sold their 
shares, resulting in a significant fall in the share 
price in the space of a month.

Inmarsat has been investing quite heavily into 
new technology over the years and is building a 
new generation network (the GX programme), 
which will be the fifth satellite constellation in the 
organisation’s history. It hopes this will allow it to 
tap into new or growing areas, including satellite 
broadband, government, air connectivity and several 
smaller segments such as enterprise, media and 
energy. Once the project is completed, capital 
expenditure should fall and Inmarsat should be in 
the position where it can increase dividends 
substantially. The fact that management has been 
finding more projects to invest in may result in 
attractive growth but also mean that a dividend hike 
may not be on the cards for several years yet. 
However, overall, Inmarsat has a very good track 
record of project delivery.

For information on Brewin Dolphin’s compliance 
policy, see www.brewin.co.uk

Inmarsat’s excellent record
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‘This type of economic support 
provides real social benefit, 
which is something all 
companies should consider’

Setting the Scene creative 
workshop sessions
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