




New Fund for the Elderly in Carlisle 
As the result of a gift from the estate of Janetta Laidlaw frail elderly people in Carlisle will be able to receive assistance which helps them stay in their homes. 

The Janetta Topsy Laidlaw Trust will make financial awards to older people living in Carlisle District who need equipment or additional support that is not available from the state or for which people cannot afford. 
Janetta Laidlaw, who was better known as Topsy died in January 2007.  Topsy was an occupational health specialist who prior to her retirement was employed by the Cumbria Health Authority. She was a compassionate, generous person and she expressed a wish that a trust be created to assist older people to remain in their own homes. The Trust has been created by her sister Eleanor.  

Andrew Beeforth, Director of the Community Foundation which is administering the Trust said, “we are delighted to be able to assist in fulfilling Topsy’s wishes”.  The Trust is invested, so has a relatively small income, however over time we expect that it will grow and support many many people in the Carlisle area. The maximum award will normally be £500.

Applications from individuals must be supported by a health care professional (eg general practitioner or district nurse) or social worker. The Fund is being administered by the Cumbria Community Foundation.  
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